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Preface to the 
First Edition 

May Allah bless the Prophet, his Family and Companions 
and grant them peace 

T his is a new translation of the chapters on al-Khulafa ar- 
Rashidun from as-Suyuti s Tarikh al-Khulafa\ These 
chapters shine with a genuine light. 

I have continued beyond the first four khulafa to include al-Hasan 
ibn c Ali ibn Abi Talib, may Allah be pleased with him, because 
he was the fifth of the khulafa and he legitimately transferred the 
khilafah to Mu c awiyah, may Allah be pleased with him. 

The translation lacks the majority of references to the books which 
are the sources of the hadith quoted, because whoever is interested 
will find the Arabic text easily available. 

Furthermore the translation stays as close as possible to the 
original Arabic at the risk of a slight awkwardness in the English. 
Where necessary I have added within parentheses whatever seemed 
necessary for an understanding of the book. 

The history outlined in these pages is further illuminated by a 
work which is even greater than it, but is itself an exposition that 
assumes a knowledge of what is in these pages, that is al- c Awasim 
min al-Qawasim (‘Defence Against Disaster’) by Qadi Abu Bakr 
ibn al- c Arabi, may Allah show him mercy. Whereas as-Suyuti gives 
the most authentic traditions relating to these khilafahs , Qadi Abu 
Bakr lays bare the real significance of many of the events which 
as-Suyuti so expertly relates. 



Preface to the 
Second Edition 

L iving as we do in ‘later times’ if not necessarily ‘last times’, it 
is fruitful to bear in mind Imam Maliks saying, may Allah 
be merciful to him, “Only what was right for the first of this 
ummah will be right for the last of it.” This is even more clear to us 
‘late ones’, since the fantasy of evolution, progress and development 
is increasingly being exposed for the hollow fiction it is. 

The best of mankind and the best generations of humanity have 
already lived and passed on. We who are alive now hope to model 
ourselves on them, and so this book will be of greatest value to those 
who take it in hand as an aid and inspiration for establishing a just 
and illuminated civilisation in the present age. 

Having realised the greatness of these men, the first khulafa\ may 
Allah be pleased with them, it is also vital for the reader to grasp the 
greatness of the most recent khulafa\ the Osmanli (Uthmaniyyah or 
Ottomans). Their history is proof that the khalifate of Islam has endured 
right down to our own day, since the demise of the Uthmaniyyah 
(1923) is, historically speaking, only yesterday. It is important to realise 
this - otherwise we may become trapped in the helpless idealism of 
those who romanticise the Khulafa ar-Rashidun and then regard the 
rest of Islamic history as a continuing and irreversible decline, rather 
than as a series of cycles of emergence, greatness, decline and renewal 
as natural and as breathtaking as the life-cycle of a flower. To counter 
that false picture of decline, I can recommend nothing better for the 
reader than Osmanli history, 1289-1922: based on Osmanli sources by 
Professor Mehmet Maksudoglu. 



Preface 



It is clear from the whole texture of the lives of the great men 
painted so graphically within the pages of the book now in your 
hands, that they were not building a so-called ‘Islamic state 5 - 
but that rather they typified the very form of prophetic Islamic 
governance, which has nothing in common with the modern 
bankers 5 control technique that is statism. This is confirmed by the 
work of Professor Maksudoglu, who was the first to refuse to refer 
to the Osmanlis as the Ottoman ‘Empire 5 , and who went on to 
conclude that neither were they a ‘state 5 , since a state is a fictitious 
entity that legislates, whereas a dawlah 1 brings Allah’s revealed ahkam 
(judgement-rulings) into effect . 2 

It remains to draw the readers attention to Shaykh Abdalqadir 
as-Sufi’s book, The Return of the Khalifate , which exposes in most 
extraordinary detail the actual technique used to destroy the most 
recent khalifate of Islam - the names of the principle parties, the 
dates, and the sums of money involved. It was not by military 
conquest or superior technology that the destruction occurred, but 
by means of an unstoppable, exponentially growing, usurious debt 
which was presented to the Osmanlis as the only means of achieving 
a developed technology and systems culture. 

The creation of that debt, owed to entities hostile to the ummah , 
can only have been possible in the ambience of supportive fatwas 
made from within the ummah by c ulama of modernist persuasion — 
fatwas which are now seriously in doubt, because it is so clear that 
they completely fail to consider the inherent nature and intrinsic 
worthlessness of the money used, the deceptions involved and the 
underlying objective - while simultaneously either displaying a 



1 Dawlah’s root meaning signifies a ‘turn of fortune’, revealing a dynamic 
concept utterly opposed to the static concept of ‘state’; it is organic growth as 
opposed to concrete and plastic. 

2 Also in accordance with the Professor’s work, we follow him in not translat- 
\ngfath as ‘conquest’ but as ‘opening [to Islam]’, and the Fath Makkah as the 
Opening of Makkah [to Islam]’ rather than the ‘Conquest of Makkah’. 
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profound ignorance of the true nature and undoubted sophistication 
and superiority of the fiqh of Islamic commerce or being beguiled 
by their own superficial mastery of that very sophistication into 
devising means to circumvent the fiqh and permit usury. Today, only 
a few well-paid Islamic bankers, associated intellectuals and * ulama 
still seek to maintain that what Allah has forbidden is permitted as 
long as the interest rate being charged is ‘reasonable 5 and described 
as ‘Islamic 5 or falsely concealed as a ‘legitimate service charge 5 or a 
‘profit-sharing transaction 5 . 

The Osmanli debt was based on nothing more complicated than 
writing some numbers on pieces of paper and then subjecting them 
to a compound mathematical formula in order to make them grow. 
The Osmanli were caught in the same trap that continues to ensnare 
most of us today, and which is perpetuated by our acceptance of the 
quite sinister power we have unwittingly handed over to a group of 
shadowy people to print money and then charge interest for its use, 
thus creating their wealth out of nothing, at our expense. 

If that were the entire story, then it would only be bad news, but 
Shaykh Abdalqadir also draws attention to the logical corollary: a 
return to the Muslims’ traditional bi-metal currency as being the 
correct and only way out of transitory decline after this “second 
interregnum” in the Osmanli Khalifate. This remedy confirms the 
words with which we began: “Only what was right for the first of 
this ummah will be right for the last of it. 55 

Contrary to those whose concept of the restoration of the khalifate 
is akin to the idea of building a house starting with the chimney and 
then proceeding to build roof, walls, floors and finally foundations, we 
see its restoration proceeding from the re-laying of the foundations of 
Islam, i.e. a return to the halal and non-usurious modes of transacting 
in Islam, first and foremost using the currency of the Muslims, the 
gold dinar and silver dirham, an important element of which will be 
the use of the e-dinar, a non-usurious utilisation of the Internet (http:// 
www.edinar.com) according to the fiqh of transactions. 
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